
 

 
 

DARELL’S RECOMMENDED READS FOR YEARS 5 AND 6 

 
We have collated a list of our favourite books that are suitable for readers across Years 5 

and 6 (and other year groups!). Please do research the books further to check that they 

would be suitable for your child’s interests, reading ability, understanding and maturity. In 

our ‘recommended reads’ list, you will find a variety of books including classic fiction, 

modern fiction and books that reflect our diverse community. Enjoy! 

 

Wonder by RJ 

Palacio 

Goldfish Boy by 

Lisa Thompson 

Varjak Paw by SF 

Said 
Cogheart by 

Peter Bunzl 

Holes by Louis 

Sachar 

 
 

 

 

 

 
The Island at the End 

of Everything by 

Kiran Millwood 

Hargraves 

 

The London Eye 

Mystery by 

Siobhan Dowd 

Rooftoppers by 

Katherine Rundell 

 

Who Let the 

Gods out by Maz 

Evans 

 

Beetle Boy by 

M.G. Leonard 

Can You See Me 

by Libby Scott and 

Rebecca Westcott 

The Girl Who Stole 

an Elephant by 

Nizrana Farook 

 

The Explorer by 

Katherine Rundell 

The Infinite by 

Patience Agbabi 
Alex Rider: 

Stormbreaker by 

Anthony Horrowitz 

The Secret Garden 

by Frances 

Hodgson Burnett 



 

 

High Rise Mystery 

by Sharna 

Jackson 

The White Giraffe 

by Lauren St 

John 

Harry Potter and the 

Philosopher’s Stone 

by J.K. Rowling 

 

Street Child by 

Berlie Doherty 

Boy in the Tower 

by Polly Ho-Yen 

The Dream 

Snatcher by Abi 

Elphinstone 

 

Tom’s Midnight 

Garden by 

Philippa Pearce 

Crater Lake by 

Jennifer Killick 

Goodnight Mister 

Tom by Michelle 

Magorian 

Kick by Mitch 

Johnson 

 

The Infinite Lives 

of Maisie Day by 

Christopher Edge 

Time Travelling 

with a Hamster 

by Ross Welford 
 

 

 

 

 

 

In Darkling Wood 

by Emma Carroll 

Journey to the 

River Sea by Eva 

Ibbotson 

The Hobbit by 

J.R. Tolkien 

Running on the 

Roof of the World 

by Jess Butterworth 

The Wizards of 

Once by 

Cressida Cowell 

The Breadwinner 

by Deborah Ellis 

Voyage of the 

Sparrowhawk by 

Natasha Farrant 

Floodland by 

Marcus Sedgwick 



 

The Way Past 

Winter by Kiran 

Millwood 

Hargraves 

Pig Heart Boy by 

Malorie 

Blackman 

The Nowhere 

Emporium by 

Ross Mackenzie 

 

Cosmic by Frank 

Cottrell Boyce 

The Matilda 

Effect by Ellie 

Irving 

The Village that 

Vanished by Ann 

Grifalconi 

Northern Lights 

by Philip Pullman 
The 1000-year-

old boy by Ross 

Welford 

 

Wolf Brother by 

Michelle Paver 

The Midnight 

Guardians by 

Ross 

Montgomery 

A Clock of Stars 

by Francesca 

Gibbons 

The Person 

Controller by 

David Baddiel 

 
 

 

 
 


