
 

 
 

DARELL’S RECOMMENDED READS FOR YEARS 1 AND 2 

 
We have collated a list of our favourite books that are suitable for readers across Years 1 

and 2 (and other year groups!). Please do research the books further to check that they 

would be suitable for your child’s interests, reading ability, understanding and maturity. In 

our ‘recommended reads’ list, you will find a variety of books including classic fiction, 

modern fiction and books that reflect our diverse community. Enjoy! 

 

Mama Panya’s 

Pancakes by Mary 

and Rich Chamberlin 

Little Red by 

Bethan Woolvin 

The Robot and the 

Bluebird by David 

Lucas 

Augustus and his 

Smile by Catherine 

Rayner 

Oh No, George! by 

Chris Haughton 

Look Up! by 

Nathan Bryon 

Lost and Found by 

Oliver Jeffers 

Cleversticks by 

Bernard Ashley 

Where the Wild 

Things Are by 

Maurice Sendak 

Room on the 

Broom by Julia 

Donaldson 

The Day the 

Crayons Quit by 

Oliver Jeffers 

Would You Rather 

by John 

Burningham 

Shh! We Have a 

Plan by Chris 

Haughton 

Billy and the 

Beast by Nadia 

Shireen 

 

The Bear and the 

Piano by David 

Litchfield 

 

Mustard, Custard, 

Grumble Belly and 

Gravy by Michael 

Rosen 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Night Gardener 

by The Fan Brothers 

The Tunnel by 

Anthony Browne 

 

Anna Hibiscus by 

Atinuke 

Giraffes Can’t 

Dance by Giles 

Andreae 

 
We’re All Wonders 

by R.J. Palacio 

The Promise by 

Nicola Davies 

 
The Dot by Peter H. 

Reynolds 

 
Julian is a 

Mermaid by 

Jessica Love 

The Proudest Blue 

by Ibtihaj 

Muhammed 

The Hodgeheg 

by Dick King 

Smith 

Ruby’s Worry by 

Tom Percival 

Ramadan Moon 

by Na’ima B. 

Robert 

 

Poems to Perform 

by Julia Donaldson 

 

The Incredible 

Book Eating Boy 

by Oliver Jeffers 

The Secret of the 

Black Rock by Joe 

Todd-Stanton 

Gregory Cool by 

Caroline Binch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Toto the Ninja Cat 

by Dermot O’Leary 

A Mouse called 

Julian by Joe 

Todd-Stanton 

Errol’s Garden by 

Gillian Hibbs  

Hermelin the 

Detective Mouse 

by Mini Grey 



 

Mr Tiger Goes Wild 

by Peter Brown 

Rosie Revere, 

Engineer by 

Andrea Beaty 

Foxy and Egg by 

Alex T. Smith 

The Little Island by 

Smriti Prasadam-

Halls 

The Wonderbird by 

David Lucas 
The Journey 

Home by Frann 

Preston-Gannon 

Orion and the Dark 

by Emma Yarlett 
Beyond the Fence 

by Maria 

Gulemetova 

Small in the City by 

Sydney Smith 

Leon and Bob by 

Simon James 
Brenda is a Sheep 

by Morag Hood 
The Magic 

Paintbrush by Julia 

Donaldson 

On a Magical Do-

Nothing Day by 

Beatrice Alemagna 

Mr Penguin and 

the Lost Treasure 

by Alex T. Smith 

 

Rabbit & Bear: A 

Bite in the Night by 

Julian Gough 

Ada Twist, Scientist 

by Andrea Beaty 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 


