
 

 
 

DARELL’S RECOMMENDED READS FOR NURSERY AND RECEPTION 

 
We have collated a list of our favourite books that are suitable for readers across Nursery 

and Reception (and other year groups!). Please do research the books further to check 

that they would be suitable for your child’s interests, reading ability, understanding and 

maturity. In our ‘recommended reads’ list, you will find a variety of books including classic 

fiction, modern fiction and books that reflect our diverse community. Enjoy! 

 

Owl Babies by 

Martin Waddell 

Peace at Last by 

Jill Murphy 
Dear Zoo by Rod 

Campbell 

So Much! by Trish 

Cooke 

Alfie Gets in First by 

Shirley Hughes 

We’re Going on a 

Bear Hunt by 

Michael Rosen 

Baby Goes to Market 

by Atinuke 

Each Peach Pear 

Plum by Janet and 

Allan Ahlbery 

Handa’s Surprise 

by Eileen Browne 

Avocado Baby 

by John 

Burningham 

Farmer Duck by 

Martin Waddell and 

Helen Oxenbury 

The Bog Baby by 

Jeanne Willis and 

Gwen Millward 

Oh No, George! by 

Chris Haughton 

Stanley’s Stick by 

John Hegley 
Lost and Found by 

Oliver Jeffers 
Pumpkin Soup by 

Helen Cooper 



 

 

Naughty Bus by 

Jan Oke 

Don’t Let the 

Pigeon Drive the 

Bus! by Mo Williams 

 

Knuffle Bunny by Mo 

Williams 

One Day on Our 

Blue Planet…in the 

Rainforest by Ella 

Bailey  

Shh! We Have a 

Plan by Chris 

Haughton 

Pete the Cat and 

his Four Groovy 

Buttons by Eric 

Litwin 

 

Mr Gumpy’s Outing 

by John Burningham 

Would You 

Rather… by John 

Burningham 

You Choose by 

Nick Sharratt 
Lulu Loves Stories 

by Anna 

McQuinn  

The Bear Who Stared 

by Duncan Beedie 

Giraffes Can’t 

Dance by Giles 

Andreae 

Kind by Alison 

Green  

Guess How Much 

I Love You by 

Sam McBratney 

The Blue Balloon by 

Mick Inkpen 

Zeki Gets a 

Checkup by Anna 

McQuinn 

Splash, Anna 

Hibiscus! By 

Atinuke 

Can’t You Sleep, 

Little Bear? By 

Martin Waddell 

Hairy Maclary from 

Donaldson’s Dairy by 

Lynley Dodd 

How to Catch a 

Star by Oliver 

Jeffers 



 

 

Toys in Space by 

Mini Grey 

One Day on Our 

Blue Planet…in 

the Ocean by Ella 

Bailey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jabari Jumps by 

Gaia Cornwall 

Little Rabbit Foo 

Foo by Michael 

Rosen 

The Tiger Who 

Came to Tea by 

Judith Kerr 

 

My Hair by 

Hannah Lee 

 

The Rabbit, the Dark 

and the Biscuit Tin by 

Nicola O’Byrne 

 

 
 

 

 
 


