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Darell School First World War Memorials 

in the School Hall 

The memorial was 
unveiled in 1923 by the 
Mayor of Richmond, 
when two additional 
names were added on a 
second plaque 

Two memorial 
plaques record the 
names of a teacher 

and 11 ex-Darell 
School pupils who 

were killed in 
action in the First 

World War 



Bill Hopkinson 
 
Teacher at Darell School 

“His cheery manner and 

genial temperament soon 

installed him as a 

favourite with all” 
 

William Ewart Hopkinson 
1891- 1915 

Assistant Master at Darell School , 1914 



Bill Hopkinson – born in Cleckheaton 

Yorkshire in 1891 

32 Booth Street, Cleckheaton, where Bill 
Hopkinson grew up with his parents, John 
and Eliza Hopkinson and his older sister 
Ethel and younger brother Arthur. 
 
Bill’s father worked in a local steel mill, 
making metal wire. 

Moorend School is less than half a mile 
from Bill’s house, so we believe he went 

to this school in Cleckheaton. 



Bill Hopkinson 
attended this 
College from 
1913-1914, 
training to be a 
teacher 

Bill Hopkinson – studied at Borough Road 

College, Isleworth (now Brunel University) 



Bill Hopkinson - successful rugby player 

Bill Hopkinson played in the College rugby team – he scored 21 tries in his first season 
and was vice-captain in his second year  
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Bill Hopkinson – considered to be 

the best tennis player in his year 

Bill Hopkinson - Borough Road College (now Brunel University)  Tennis team 1913/14  
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Bill Hopkinson – joined Darell School 

as Assistant Master in 1914 



Bill Hopkinson – joined the army 3 months 

after the start of the First World War  

Lance Corporal Bill Hopkinson 

Cap badge of 
the London 
Regiment 
(Queen 

Victoria’s Rifles) 

Soldiers from the 9th Battalion 
the London Regiment (Queen 
Victoria’s Rifles ) 



Bill Hopkinson – died at the Battle of 

Ypres 6th  June 1915 aged 24 
 

During active service in France, Bill 
Hopkinson was gassed twice and 

wounded, before dying on 6th June 
1915 aged 24. He is buried in France at 

the Bailleul military cemetery. 
 



“In the toll of war has gone one 
who made his mark on Boro’. 
Coming up in September, 1912, 
William Ewart Hopkinson soon 
began to give proof of his fine 
qualities, and took a prominent 
part in the social and athletic life 
of the College.  
 

…. he obtained an appointment at 
Darell Road School, Richmond, 
where his cheery manner and 
genial temperament soon installed 
him as a favourite with all.”  

Bill Hopkinson – affectionately 

remembered at Darell School 
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Edmund White – one of the first 

Darell School pupils 
 Edmund White attended Darell School shortly 

after it opened in 1906. 
 
He lived at 135 Manor Grove with his parents, 
Jesse and Emily White, and his older sister 
Clivetta. 
 
When he left school at around 13 years old, he 
worked at Mortlake brewery. 

135 Manor Grove 

Mortlake Brewery 



Edmund White – served with the  5th Royal Irish 

Lancers in the First World War 1914 -1918 
 

Two Lancers in the First World War 

A 5th Royal Irish Lancer in 
ceremonial uniform 



Edmund White – killed in action, 23rd  March 

1918 aged 20, trying to save a wounded officer 
 

Edmund White is commemorated at Pozieres  Cemetery, France 

Extract from De Ruvingy’s Roll of Honour 



We will remember them 
 


